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Whilst extensive ir the astronomy user cdttem has informed the development of the
draft policy through the ASKAP User Policy Taskferéurther feedback is welcome and
encouraged. Appropriate routes for such feedbadkde via the ASKAP Project Scientists
llana Feain and Simon Johnston, the Australia Teles User Committee, or directly to the
ATNF Director or Deputy Director.

Formal approval for the ASKAP user policy is ultielg the responsibility of the CSIRO
Board. This draft is currently under consideratigrthe CSIRO SKA Taskforce to ensure
alignment with existing CSIRO policies. CSIRO isabeeking advice from the Australian
SKA Coordination Committee (ASCC), which will inrtureceive advice from its own Science
and Technical Advisory Group (STAG).
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0. ACRONYMS & DEFINITIONS

ASKAP: Australian Square Kilometre Array Pathfinder
ATNF: Australia Telescope National Facility

ATSC: Australia Telescope Steering Committee
ASCC: Australian SKA Coordination Committee
CSIRO ET: CSIRO Executive Team

SKA: Square Kilometre Array
STAG: Science & Technology Advisory Group (advising

Eol Evaluation Committee: A one-off committee ioniserest for
Survey Science Projects in early 2009.

Survey Science Project Assignment Committeed
Science Project proposals in 2009.

Survey Review Committee:A standing
the Survey Science Projects & Teams.

TAC: The standing ATNF Time Assign
proposals.

s Australia Telescope

1.

The following.principles d withivhich ASKAP will operate.

1.1 A gned to astronaihmesearch projects subject only to

1.2 cience time will be alledai particular countries, institutions,
nor to a rrently on existing (200&)rking groups.

1.3 ASKAP will not be a user-operated telescope; gdiyenaers will interact with the

1.4 ASKAP data and data products will be released plyblhrough the ASKAP Science
Archive on a timescale designed to maximise sdienttilization and impact.

1.5 The ASKAP Science Archive will be available to asibmers from all over the world.
1.6 Simultaneous observing programs will be encourageere possible.

1.7 In general there will be three classes of obsertiing allocated on ASKAP; Survey
Science Projects, Guest Science Projects and Tafr@giportunity over-rides.

1.8 Time Assignment will be made by the ATNF Directsupject to advice received from the
appropriate Times Assignment / Survey Review cortemst



2. SOFTWARE INSTRUMENTS

2.1

2.2

2.3

An ASKAP software instrument is a mode of tetgxe operation that enables high
quality data (and/or data products) to be plactmltine ASKAP Science Archive for
users to retrieve.

ATNF will develop three basic software instruntsenecessary for science operations.
These software instruments are:

A continuum software instrument to produce calibda
view for a large fraction of the sky, and

ges over the full field of

A slow transient software instrument to imag
time scale of five seconds or longer, and

e continuum sky on the

ATNF is committed to developing future so nments for ASKAP. The
development of future softwa KAP will strongly depend on
science priorities, budget, pe scales.

The Survey Science Projects w cli e software instruments.
Survey Science Teams together pipk and computing groups will

-view and fast survepeed to enable major science outcomes

early in its lifeti > cience Projects @distinguished from Guest Science Projects (see

Section 4) by the fo

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

Survey Science Projects are large and coheremtcgci@ojects, which address
widely recognized astrophysical issues and thaldcoot be reasonably addressed
by any combination of Guest Science Projects.

Survey Science Projects will enable scientific lesstinat are intended to be of
general and lasting importance to the broad astngzad community

Survey Science Project data and data productentdr the public domain in a
timely way to enable effective opportunities folldav-up observations and for
archival research both with ASKAP and other obsenies.



3.1 For the first five years of routine scienceragiens with ASKAP, it is envisaged that at
least 75% of observing time will be available fam&y Science Projects.

3.2 The observing time required to complete a &uscience Project will be allocated in
advance, but will remain subject to staged datessds and progress reviews.

3.3 ASKAP Survey Science Projects will be seletigdompetitive peer-review.

Survey Science Teams

3.4 Membership, including leadership, of ASKAP\&yr Scie
access in accordance with principles 1.1 and 1.2.

ams will be open

3.5 The role of a Survey Science Team is to tatdit i lementation, integrity
and delivery of Survey Science Project dat ASKAP science
archive.

3.6 Survey Science Teams will play a lead ' i trument
3.7 Survey Science Teams must provi heir proposed data release and
publication timescales.

3.8 eSigs h-Survey Science Team should

3.10 i Science Projects will take iaccount the intention of the Survey

4. GUEST SCIENCE PROJECTS

Guest Science Projects are observational prograasequire <1500 hours of observing time
to complete and that utilise ASKAP’s capabilitiessnable scientifically interesting
experiments. Guest Science Projects can includeANpriori Assignable proposals (NAPA)
but do not include override requests such as Tafg@pportunity (Section 5).



4.1 For the first five years of routine sciencemgions with ASKAP, it is envisaged that
up to 25% of observing time will be available fon€st Science Projects.

4.2 Proposals for Guest Science Projects willuigest to competitive peer-review by the
Time Assignment Committee (TAC).

Data Access
4.3 If reasonable grounds are established in thpgsal, the TAC will have the discretion

to allow a proprietary period of up to 12 monthanfrthe last.scheduled observations to
data and data products from Guest Science Projects.

4.4 Otherwise Guest Science Project data and d
the ASKAP Science Archive without any propri

released publicly into

5. TARGET OF OPPORTUNITY.

51 : events of extraordinary

5.2 ' i 1 geht the discretion of the ATNF
Director and . ~ @nvgit short notice. To avoid
conflicts of i rosschetelgainst existing observations and

Data

5.3 data and data produdiisoe released publicly into the ASKAP

out any proprietary period.

6. SCHEDULING & TIME ASSIGNMENT

A three-stage process will be adopted to selecfitsteset of ASKAP Survey Science Projects.
These stages are (i) Proposal Submission, (ii)ddeStudy, and (iii) Scheduling & Science
Operations. A description of these stages is ginenseparate document.

6.1 All ASKAP proposals will be submitted throu@iP AL at http://opal.atnf.csiro.au/.

6.2 The standing ATNF Time Assignment Committek evialuate Guest Science Project
proposals.

6.3 The Eol Evaluation Committee, appointed byAR®F Steering Committee, will
evaluate the Survey Science Project Expressiohga@riest.



6.4 The Survey Science Project Assignment Comejitippointed by the ATNF Steering
Committee, will evaluate the Survey Science Prgpecposals. This committee will be
of international stature, having expertise in astraical survey projects and
management of large teams.

6.5 The Survey Science Project Assignment Comenitidl provide advice to the ATNF
Director on the overall fraction of time to be deato Survey Science Projects.

6.6 The Survey Science Project Assignment Comenti# provide advice to the ATNF
Director on the release time scale for survey dathdata products, consistent
maximising survey impact and utilization.

data products, will be

6.7 Survey Science Projects, and the releaseroéguata
j ittee appointed by the

subject to annual progress reviews by the Surv
ATNF Steering Committee.

7. E

7.1 on with - or provided exclusively

7.2 [ [ ments developed in
ernal‘partners, are subject to the

8 CIENCE VERIFICATION

8.1 & ardy Engimgelest Array (BETA) will begin in

issioning tests and scienerification with BETA and the
into the ASKAP Science Areh{i¥ appropriate) once adequate

9. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT & CITATION

9.1 ASKAP users are requested to properly citafipropriate Survey Science Project data
release or survey design publication in any pubiboa resulting from the use of
Survey Science Project data or data products autdiom the ASKAP Science
Archive.






