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Since last time
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Seeing Monitor has gotten cooler
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The seeing monitor cabinets were taken off-line in early Feb 2018.

During the 6 weeks they were off-line, the cabinets were 
refurbished, and a new air con system was installed.

This should prevent over-temperature cutouts in summer, and 
extend the life time of the electronics.

Returned to service in mid-March. Unfortunately, some mm 
experiments were inconvenienced by this maintenance.



The ATCA Portal has been updated to match the Parkes Portal.

New Portal
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Time allocations for this semester and last (total semester time 
does not include VLBI and maintenance/reconfig time).

Legacy Projects
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2017OCT 2018APR
Semester time (hours) 3410 3373

GLASS (Huynh) 504h (14.8%) 300h (8.9%)

IMAGINE (Popping) 496h (14.5%) 283h (8.4%)

FSMALT45 (Breen) 213h (6.2%) 334h (9.9%)

CACHMC (Jackson) 280h (8.3%)

Total LP time 1213h (35.6%) 1197h (35.5%)



Proposal Pressure per band
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The CA03 mm receiver was starting to 
show decreased sensitivity at 7mm.

Both LNA chains in the dewar have 
been replaced, and the receiver will 
be back on the telescope Thursday.

MM receiver refurbishment
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Observatory Staffing
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Redundancies/Retirements
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Bruce Tough Jock McFee Marg McFee

New Arrival

Kun Lee



Upcoming Retirement
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And now…
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We’ll be having a week in Narrabri 18 – 22 June to update 
documentation and create new video guides.

Signed up so far:

• Robin Wark
• Jane Kaczmarek

• George Heald

Do you have any preferences about what guides need 
creating/updating?

Documentation Push
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Progress on the new correlator
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Team gCorr went to the Pawsey
GPU Hackathon in March and 
created a correlator in a week.

We were able to achieve a 
processing speed of 70 Gbps, 
whereas the new ATCA 
correlator would require 49 
Gbps.

Search for a funding source 
continues!



IFTTT: If this, then that
ifttt.com

You can make recipes to take triggers from 
Twitter, apply a filter, and control internet-of-
things devices.

Thoughts on unattended observing
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Work continues on our new chatbot, which now uses Dialogflow as 
the framework.

Should become available in the next month or two.

Priority is being given to interactions involving setup of the array 
and data quality checks, but we’re eager to hear the common 
questions that people will ask of this bot.

The Compact Array bot
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• Can tell you the weather
• Can make your assistant alarm 

when
• Blocks drop
• It’s time to go visit 1934-638

• Guide you through setup, or 
reprogramming a block

• Can help you keep a log

Chatbot Thoughts
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Thank you
Astronomy and Space Science
Jamie Stevens
ATCA Senior Systems Scientist
t +61 2 6790 4064
e jamie.stevens@csiro.au
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