
I would like to begin by 
acknowledging the Traditional 
Owners of the lands that we host 
our facilities on across Australia, and 
pay my respect to their Elders past 
and present. 
Australia’s Indigenous people are 
our first astronomers and have long 
standing knowledge of the Universe 
that we continue to build on today.
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What’s in a name?
A new dual name for our radio 
observatory in Western Australia



Traditional Owners and native title holders of 
our radio observatory on Wajarri Country in 
Western Australia
New 50-year Indigenous Land Use Agreement 
(ILUA) with the Wajarri Yamaji

• Finalised last week!
• Expands observatory
• Allows for SKA-Low construction
• Provides intergenerational benefits to Wajarri 

People, financial and non-financial

Wajarri Yamaji





Gurlgamarnu
“the ear that listens to the sky”

Murchison Widefield 
Array
Curtin University-led

Pia Wadjarri RCS students and Curtin University
Gurlgamarnu (MWA)

2022, detail
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Inyarrimanha Ilgari Bundara, the CSIRO 
Murchison Radio-astronomy Observatory

Margaret Whitehurst
Rapid ASKAP Continuum Survey (RACS)

2019, detail



Inyarrimanha Ilgari Bundara

Inyarri-manha
Share-ing

Ilgari
Sky

Bundara
Star

Inyarrimanha ilgari bundara: sharing sky and stars



Formal use:
Inyarrimanha Ilgari Bundara, the CSIRO Murchison Radio-astronomy 
Observatory
Informal use:
Inyarrimanha Ilgari Bundara, CSIRO’s Murchison Radio-astronomy 
Observatory
Signage and graphic usage:
Inyarrimanha Ilgari Bundara
CSIRO Murchison Radio-astronomy Observatory

The observatory is no longer known as the MRO. 
Appropriate shortened form of our new dual name is in discussion with Wajarri, interim option is to use 
‘observatory site’, ‘site’, ‘observatory’ following introduction of the name. 

Usage



• Publication acknowledgements for Murchison-based telescopes will 
need to be updated due to new language from the 2022 Indigenous 
Land Use Agreement (ILUA), including the new dual name.

• Will remain very similar to current acknowledgement texts with the 
addition of about 7-8 words. 

• ILUA required text:
• “This scientific work uses data obtained from Inyarrimanha Ilgari Bundara / the 

Murchison Radio-astronomy Observatory. We acknowledge the Wajarri Yamaji 
People as the Traditional Owners and native title holders of the Observatory site.”

Publication acknowledgements
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More information coming soon!
Watch research.csiro.au/mro for factsheets and more information on our new name
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