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ACTIVITIES of AST ASTROPHYSICAL SUB-COMMITTEE

1. INTRODUCTION

1s1 At its meeting in November 1980 the AST Steering Committee decided

to set up an Astrophysical Sub-Committee to advise on scientific programs for
the AST. [t was felt that although the engineering side of the AST proposal
had been dealt with effectively by a representative Design Study Group, there
wasno direct channel for input from the astronomical community on the scientific
programs for the AST.

1.2 The aims of the AST Astrophysical Sub-Committee, defined in a
communication from B.J. Robinson, Deputy Chairman of the Steering Committee,
to representative Australian institutions on January 2, 1981, is to provide
guidelines on astrophysical projects and priorities that may have some bearing
on the basic AST design. Parameters of relevance are operating frequencies,
field of view, angular resolution, velocity resolution, mapping speed, scope
for partial sampling of UV plane.

1.3 The Astrophysical Sub-Committee is composed of 9 members viz.
K.C. Freeman (MSSSO)
P.D. Godfrey (Monash U)
J.G. Greenhill (UniTas)
J.G. Robertson (AAD)
J. Ross (Uni Q1d)
L.F. Smith (Wollongong U)
K.N.R. Taylor (Uni NSW)
A.J. Turtle (Uni Syd)
J.B. Whiteoak (CSIR0) - Convenor

1.4 In communications of January 27 and February 18, 1981 the Convenor
requested information on possible astrophysical projects for the AST, and related
matters. To date, 19 documents (see Tisting in Appendix I) are available as
background material for discussions by the Sub-Committee.

1:5 On April 8, 1981 a meeting (with all Sub-Committee members present)
was held at Division of Radiophysics, CSIRO, Epping.  The discussions were based
on the AST configurations proposed by R.H. Frater in ASTDOC53, 57.
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