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Acknowledgement of Country
We acknowledge the Turrbal and Yugara peoples, as the First

Nations owners of the lands from which we join you today. We
pay respect to their Elders, lores, customs and creation spirits. We

recognise that these lands have always been places of teaching,
research and learning. We also acknowledge the important role
that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people play within our

community. We extend our respect to Elders and Traditional
Owners of all the lands from which each of you is joining.



Where do our astronomy stories begin?

Missing Voices in Astronomy

Whose knowledge is missing?

Why exclude 60,000+ years of 
Indigenous Sky Knowledge? 
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Science is Shaped by Culture
What we ask, value, and record in science is

always shaped by culture.

Knowledge grows stronger when diverse

voices contribute and are respected.

Indigenous science is built on thousands of

years of observation and connection to

Country.

Embracing multiple ways of knowing makes

science more robust, inclusive, and relevant.

How Questions, Values, and People Shape Discovery

Aboriginal students Jeffrey Walker and Cheyenne Proctor participating

in astronomy activities at Lake Tyers, Victoria, 2018.

Source: AboriginalAstronomy.com.au
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Foundations of the Framework
How to research Indigenous knowledge respectfully and ethically
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What We Did (the Framework)

Stage 1

Synthesise Existing
Knowledge

Establish Ethical
Strategy

Identify Research
Gaps

Develop
Prototype Tools



What We Did (the Framework)

Stage 2

Community-Led
Governance

Co-Design of Tools

Interviews &
Invited Observations

Mutual Benefit & 
Revitalisation



Stage 2

Desk Based 
Literature Review
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Key Findings and Identified Gaps



The Outcome and Next Steps
Documenting and Preserving Knowledge

Semi Structured Interviews

Building Relations

Framework
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Thank you!


