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13th century (Song dynasty)

Traditional
Chinese
Constellations

From more than 3,000 years ago

Yuanming Wang (Uni Sydney; CSIRO; OzGrav)
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Chinese constellations —
'officials’ (2 & xing guan)

* From ~ 4,000 BC
* Found on a mural in a Neolithic tomb

* A unified system established at ~ 270 AD,
containing 1464 stars in 284 constellations

* A kingdom on the sky
* The Three Enclosures (=B San Yuan)

* The Four Symbols (FO &)

* The Twenty-Eight Mansions (Z-+/\18
Ershiba Xiu)




The Three
Enclosures

* Centered on the North Pole

* The Purple Forbidden enclosure
(Z2TUE zi wéi yuan)

* The Supreme Palace enclosure
(NTHIE tai wéi yuan)

* The Heavenly Market enclosure
(RTTLE tian shiyuan)




The Purple

~orbidden enclosure

Earth, Beijing, 49 m

FOV 86.5° 17.9 FPS 2021-06-01 01:23:32 UTC+08:00
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Earth, Beijing, 49 m FOV 86.5° 41.7 FPS 2021-06-01 01:23:32 UTC+08:00

Lacerta




The Supreme Palace enclosure

JHora I

Earth, Beijing, 49 m

Bootes

.Great Horn JArcturus

Canes Venatici

Coma Berenices Ursa Major

Spiea

Leo Minor

Corvus

Crater

FOV 86.5° 42.4 FPS 2021-05-30 23:26:36 UTC+08:00 Earth, Beijing, 49 m FOV 86.5° 32.3 FPS 2021-05-30 23:26:36 UTC+08:00



eavenly Market enclosure

Trading place with other cities/countries

Corona Borealis

Hercules
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Earth, Beijing, 49 m . FOV'73.2°, 17.9FPS  2021-05-30 23:26:36 UTC+08:00 Earth, Beijing, 49 m . FOV73.2°, 17.9FPS  2021-05-30 23:26:36 UTC+08:00




“Weaver Girl”
and "Cowherd”

* Vega — Weaver Girl | (% zh

ﬂU) T _D.rum at the River II

* Altair — Drum at the River I,
also called Cowherd (4B} nit
lang)

* Milky Way — Heavenly River (X
> tidn hé)

* Chinese Valentine's day (7t
day of the 7" lunar month) —

+5 gix




"Celestial Wolf” ana oy FLSHE i
"Bow and Arrow” — P el TN, e
JTng I\/IanS|On (;:I: %) ' ‘ b N | Willd COCker;:\'?arketfo.rSoldiersI

' Market for Soldiers -

Toilet‘

Sirius — Celestial Wolf (KIR - = el

. , . . : - ' ’ Bow and Arrow I
Tian lang) — enemies of ancient 'S oot
Ch | ﬂa - ,Bow and Arrov;r Bow and Arrow VII

Bow and Arrow (3}1&95 hu ShT) — ' Bow and Arrow’
points to the wolf e : o |
Market for soldiers (Z£ jun A - N Ea
shi) — trap for catching the wolf | -

Wild cockerel (BF38 yé |i) — bait Eo AN
|n the trap . Bow a|-1d Arlrow Added XXII- ,

Son B
Grandson ° | " Grandfather

FOV 37.6° 16.9 FPS 2021-05-19 15:33:08 UTC+08:00



The Twenty-
Eight Mansions

* The lodge of the Moon

* One star from each
mansion as (EE2 ju
XIng) - to establish a
spherical coordinate
system




The Four Symbols

* The Azure Dragon of the East (%)

* The Vermilion Bird of the South (R£)
« The White Tiger of the West (H &)
 The Black Tortoise of the North (Z &)

m Fﬂl%'mxfm &



Relation to Chinese
astrology

* Horn (Spica) — door of the
Heaven:

* Mars, Venus passed through =
enemies might come

* Five planets near there =
drought might happen

Heart (Antares, alpha Scorpius):
* Brighter = war inside country
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Water Star — Silver
Gold Star — Yellow
Global Land

Fire Star — Reddish

Wood Star — Orange-
white

Soil Star — pale gold
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